Good Friday
Solemn intercessions
The presider begins:
Dear People of God,
our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved, that all who believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin and death and become heirs with him of eternal life. We pray, therefore , for people everywhere according to their needs.


Deacon Bidding 1
Let us pray for the one holy catholic and apostolic Church of Christ throughout the world: 
for its unity in witness and service,
for all bishops and other ministers 
and the people whom they serve,
for The Right Reverend Anna Greenwood-Lee our bishop, and  the people of this diocese,
for all Christians in this community, 
for awaiting the outward signs and grace of Baptism, 
that God will confirm the Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace.

The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:
 Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you
for all members of your holy Church, that in our vocation and ministry we may truly and devoutly serve you;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.


Deacon Bidding 2
Let us pray for all creation;
for the fragility and interdependence of life,
for the majesty and wonder of earth, sky and seas,
for the harm wrought by human indifference and greed,
for the urgency of our call to active, loving stewardship.

The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
Bountiful Creator, you open your hand to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Guide us to live generously upon this earth, resisting the temptations of consumerism and waste, and grant that we, remembering the account we must one day give, may labor for the healing of the whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Deacon Bidding 3
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them:
for Charles our King and all the Royal Family,
for The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister
and for the government of this country,
for The Honourable David Eby, premier of this province and for the members of the legislature,
for Marianne Alto, mayor of this municipality and those who serve with her on the city council,
for all who serve the common good, that by God’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord.

The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
Most gracious God and Father, in whose will is our peace: turn our hearts, and the hearts of all, to yourself; that by the power your Spirit, the peace which is rooted in justice may be established throughout the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Deacon Bidding 4
Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind:
for those who are hungry or homeless, destitute or oppressed,
for those who are sick or wounded;
for those who live with loneliness, fear, and anguish,
for those who face temptation, loss of faith, or despair, 
for those who know sorrow or grief,
for those in prison or captivity,
for those are subject to displacement, trafficking, or war, and all in mortal danger;
That  God will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of his love,
and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.

The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
Compassionate and ever merciful God, the comfort of the sad, the strength of those who suffer; hear the prayers of your children who cry out of any trouble, and to every distressed soul grant mercy, relief, and refreshment, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Deacon Bidding 5
Let us pray for devout practitioners of every faith:
For the Jewish people, recipients of God’s eternal covenant; for Muslims, faithful offspring of Abraham; For those who follow the noble Eightfold path of the Buddha; For Hindus who practice diverse yogas, for Sikhs of pure devotion; that God will stir each to mutual understanding and forge new pathways to reconciliation and healing.

The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
Holy God, the source and ground of all being: guide people of every faith to affirm your wisdom within and beyond their traditions, unite people of many faiths in bonds of love and mutual respect, that together we may hasten the coming of a holy peace. Amen.


Deacon Bidding 6
Let us pray for all who have not received the goodness of God:
For those who have lost their faith; 
For those who breed contempt or scorn; 
For any whose faith leads to persecution, violence, or hatred,
That God will open all hearts to Truth, and lead each in paths of conscience and good will.
The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
Merciful God, you care for all the peoples of the earth: expand our compassion and strengthen our resolve that, by your promised Holy Spirit, we may meet violence, persecution, contempt, and scorn with great love. Amen. 


Deacon Bidding 7
Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that with all who have departed this life and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection.

The people kneel for silent prayer, and stand with the presider:
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favourably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery.
By the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation.
Let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
